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human life, by helping the good, avenging the injured, and punishing the unjust. They are messengers of unseen things, ayyeXot T&V a$av&v; and Plutarch, too, calls them messengers or angels between gods and men: describing them as the spies of the former, wandering at their commands, punishing wrong-doers, and guarding the course of the virtuous (Cessation of oracles, 13 ; Face in the orb of the moon, 30).           ,
Origen points out that the angels were sometimes spoken of as gods in the Psalms (c. Gels. v. 4), but when challenged by Celsus why Christians do not worship the Daimones, and particularly the heavenly luminaries, he answers that the sun himself and the moon and the stars pray to the Supreme God through His only-begotten Son, and that therefore they think it improper to pray to those beings who themselves offer prayers to God (v^ov^v ye Ozbv KOL rbv NLovoyevij CLVTOV, c. Gels. v. 11; viii. 67).
Celsus, who doubts everything that does not admit of a philosophical justification, is nevertheless so convinced of the reality and of the divine goodness of the Daimones that he cannot understand why the Christians should be so ungrateful as not to worship them.
There is an honest ring in an often-quoted passage of his in which he exhorts the Christians not to despise their old Daimones : .
' Every good citizen,' he says,' ought to respect the worship of his fathers. And God gave to the Daimones the honour which they claimed. Why then should the Christians refuse to eat at the table of the Daimones ? They give us corn and wine and the very air we breathe ; we must either submit to their benefits or quit the world altogether. All that is really im-